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BMW RI00S

When you count the hours of the day by the
numbers on the odometer, you'd better be
with a pleasing companion. And this is one.

® FOUR-HUNDRED MILES HAVE PASSED BE-
low this BMW R100S since daybreak, and
the sun still hangs in the late afterncon
sky. The bike has given you a hundred
impressions which your mind begins to
sort out and assemble, as if all those bits
of information had been punched into a
lime-colored computer screen.

Several lines stand out. The most ob-
vious one is gas mileage. The BMW
R100S has delivered a whopping 48.1
miles to the OPEC gallon, and there have
been times when the one-liter boxer has
sipped ever-so-gently through its 40mm
Bings, returning an amazing 55 mpg.
True, it won't do the fifties if you're going
out to scuff the cylinder heads into the
pavement or see how badly you can maim
the double-nickel speed limit. Still, the
motorcycle can be ridden briskly without
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=makmg you wonder when the oil com-

panies will have the last silver dollar resid- fol i
ing at the bottom of your gorcelam-chlna

pigay bank. :
Another line pops up in your mlnd ‘ou
might have to slaughter an entire litter of .
silver-laden piggy banks to give the $5875
Beemer a home in your garage. That puts
the BMW R100S a great distance from

any kind of Impuise-buy It must be shth N
considered purchase thatyou're wmlng to
think about it, and hard. . A
.Another line, a big one. Four‘hundred i
miles in a day says this miotorcycle has

~ been designed with more attention to
' human needs than other machines. *£v-< .
erything fits together around the rider,

everything meets the rider in such away
that it shows genuine premeditation and
forethought to the act of motorcycling,




BMW engineers and BMW supporters
have long maintained that ergometrics
and comfort play a big part in the German
bikes’ attraction. Thick rubber cushes the
footrests and handgrips, and the saddle is
broad and flat. Notches are stamped into
the 6.3-gallon fuel tank to provide com-
fortable knee-niches. Rider accommoda-
tions would best be described as
“roomy,” since the R100S’s staggered
footpegs are mounted low. This can make
shorter pilots feel as if they're approach-
ing up-on-the-pegs riding.

A two-inch-rise handlebar is clamp-
studded to the plate-steel steering crown,
allowing you to crouch forward, racer-
style. At speed the BMW's fiberglass bikini
fairing provides a comfortable windbreak
for your torso, letting you relax. The in-
strument console contains a speedometer,
odometer (0.8 percent slow) and reset-
table tripmeter, a tachometer, delightfully
accurate clock and a voltmeter. All have
non-glare glass, are lighted and easy to
read at night. Indicator lamps are
provided for turn signals, oil pressure,
“generator” failure, neutral, and low brake
fluid level. Two mirrors attach on the
Magura clutch and brake lever brackets.

As with the new-for-1979 BMW R65
(Cycle; July 1979), the 1000's left-side-
mounted turn signal switch is a linear left-
for-left and right-for-right device, instead
of the old up-for-right and down-for-left
item. Additionally, this sports-tourer has a
turn signal beeper that's annoyingly loud.
Also commanded by your left thumb is a
high beam/low beam/high beam flasher
switch which activates an absolutely daz-
zling Bosch H4 quartz-glass iamp. For
defensive night-storage, front and rear
parking lamps are fitted. Rounding out the
R100S's enviable electrics selection are
loud Fiamm horns. The front brake
master cylinder is beneath the tank where
it's out of harm's way but difficult to check.

Passenger appointments are not ex-
travagant: just sensible. The S-type’s pas-
senger “section” is approximately an inch
higher than the rider's, with an ounce
more padding and a kick-up rear end that
blends into the rack-covered tail section.
The passenger footrests are eight inches
rearward and two inches above the
rider's—most soloists have shoe soles
large enough to straddle both footrests,
inventing a quasi-floorboard.

Each of the dogieg handlebar control
levers is designed for an easy one or two-
finger reach. The clutch lever has an
almost secret adjuster beneath a central
plastic dashboard. Once adjusted, how-
ever, the clutch remains fiddle-free and its
lever provides an easy pull and smooth
engagement. Little sponginess is appar-
ent in the front brake activating mecha-
nism, even with the cable-operated hy-
draulic master cylinder. A firm pull is
required to haul down the 510-pound
twin, yet two fingers can produce impres-
sive stops and provide most of the pres-
sure needed to complete last-second
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Handle, not tool-kit tool, adjusts shock-spring preload.

speed changes on a serpentine road.
Two mirror-image, single-piston alumi-
num calipers are located behind the
BMW's |leading-axle fork—where their
mass is close to the steering axis. The
calipers clamp on riveted-together
260mm rotors; drilled, stainless-steel
discs attach to aluminum carriers. Moder-

Disc holes improve BMW's wet-weather braking.

ately sized as the holes are, they reduce
unsprung weight by an inconsequential
amount but significantly increase braking
effectiveness in the wet. The holes may
contribute in a small way to fade-re-
sistance and longer pad life by providing
an escape route for boundary-area gases
and debris produced by disc brakes. A
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single 260mm rear disc mounts on the left
of the back hub; it's stopped by a dual-
piston caliper.

Ten main and twenty tributary spokes
constitute each pressure die-cast wheel,
and they're easily cleaned, contributing
little to the BMW's generally light mainte-
nance demands. The front rim width is
1.85 inches, and the rear 2.75 inches.

We've said it before, and we'll say it
again; the Metzeler 3.25 H 19 rib front and
4.00 H 18 block rear tires are suitable for
touring and casual street riding, but little
else. Should you be contemplating doing
serious go-fast cornering with your
Beemer, you'd best look into some other
treads. On pavement that has a hint of
irregularity or less than perfect traction
(read oil or water) the Metzelers give up,
and quickly. On the other hand, the
Metzelers use a firm rubber compound,
which provides admirable wear durability.

Eight inches of fork travel is available,
and every bit of it is well damped, al-
though it's all lightly sprung too. This
results in good sports-touring fork man-
ners, except under braking situations,
where the BMW nose dives on its 36mm
stanchions. Three-way adjustable springs
mount on small-oil-capacity rear shocks,
and these units allow the rear axle to
move five inches. Typically, the shock
absorber springs are adjustable by hand;
a tommy-bar is a part of each ramp-collar
to make this job simple. Happily, when
optional-equipment saddlebags are
mounted, the rider can still reach and
operate the spring lever arms. Spring rate
and damping characteristics at the rear
match the front's forasoft,predictable ride.

Not much of the opposed twin's tubular
frame shows, although close inspection
would reveal dual downtubes, an open,
hollow central backbone, and well-gus-
seted steering head and swing-arm areas.
The steel and aluminum steering stem
(and the swing arm) pivots in tapered
roller bearings, and the stem shaft may be
locked independently of the ignition with
the ignition key itself. In fact, this key
secures both the flip-up saddle and some-
times-obstinate screw-in gas cap, though
both may be left unlocked. Static support
is provided by a flexy spring-loaded side-
stand or a tubular centerstand. Unfortu-
nately, although the centerstand allows
either-wheel servicing, its tiny feet sink
readily in dirt.

Enough amperage to power a New
York City Saturday Night is contained
below the Beemer's seat in the form of a
12-volt, 28 AH battery. For this reason, no
kickstarter is provided, but one is avail-
able as an option. The battery remained
fully charged during the 1000's stay at
Cycle, despite some periods of idleness
and an occasional long lights-on crawl
through traffic.

Inside the central frame backbone
snuggles a standard-equipment hard-
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ened-steel cable and lock, long enough to
slip around a wheel and a nearby fence or
post. The lock works off its own key.
Under the seat is a tire pump, two extra
glove boxes, and tools enough to pull the
top end if necessary.

Interconnected fuel tap hoses pass
gasoline from each side of the tank "sad-
dles," so one carburetor won't run out of
fuel simply because the tap on its side of
the tank draws air. Both taps have reserve
positions which total 0.8 gallon, enough
for almost 40 miles given an average 48.1
mpg. Concentric-float butterfly/slide car-
buretors have a venturi bore of 40mm,
and externally they are large instruments.
The carbs have bell-tops and substantial
body size, interfering somewhat with your
shins during heavy braking. Air for the
carbs’ mixing chores is drawn through a
common replaceable paper filter, housed
inside the voluminous aluminum chamber
above the five-speed transmission’s case.
Hard, plastic tubes duct air towards the
carbs and keep intake roar low.

Another Magura component, a choke
lever, attaches to the air filter housing
cover on the engine's left side, and is
friction damped to allow a variable setting.
In most instances, the BMW can be
started using little choke, and after ahalfa
minute the choke can be turned off.

Valve train action is quiet, thanks to
gentle camshaft closing ramps and a
short hydraulically tensioned single row
cam chain. Steel-capped aluminum push-
rods are worked by hollow steel lifters
riding directly on the cam lobes, and the
pushrods act on rocker arms with screw-
type adjusters. Single springs return the
44mm intake and 40mm exhaust valves to
their seats.

Engine cooling capabilities are superb,
since the cylinders and heads are parked
way out in the air stream. However, due to
the exhaust headers’' thin-wall tubing,
each of our test bike's chrome-plated
pipes turned bright blue well beyond the
crossover-pipe junction.

BMW recommends premium-grade
gasoline; we ran our 1000 on regular and
unleaded to see what, if anything, would
happen. A slight amount of engine ping-
ing was detectable, and the hotter-burn-
ing fuel may have caused our bike's pipes
to turn somewhat bluer than expected.

Qiling chores are handled by a trochoi-
dal oil pump driven off the camshaft's
rear. It circulates the wet-sump BMW's 2.3
quarts of oil through a throw-away paper
filter, the crankshaft, gearbox, and upper
end components by way of cylinder head
stud holes. Top-end return oil drains
through the four pushrod tubes. Our test
bike used a small amount of oil during
extended, high-speed use and, as well,
weeped slightly from its cylinder bases.
Too, both the carburetors and petcocks
proved to be messy.

Like the valve camshaft, the ignition
breaker-points’ twin-lobe cam runs at
one-half crankshaft speed and, as with all
BMWs, it sparks both spark plugs at the
same time: once every engine revolution.
In this fashion, one set of ignition points
can be used with two six-volt coils wired in
series for simplicity and production effi-
ciency. There is a waste spark in each
cylinder on the exhaust stroke since the
pistons reach their compression strokes
360 degrees apart.

Fourteen-millimeter diameter, 3/4-inch
deep spark plugs have “noise-suppress-
ing” caps. If you're cruel enough to leave

Make and model . BMW R100S
Price, suggested retail (as of 8/13/79) $5875
PERFORMANCE

Standing stan '4-mile 13.26 seconds @ 101.46 mph

Engirie rpm @ 60 mph, lopgear ... . .. 3440 rpm
Average fuel consumption rate 20.5 km/1{48.1 mpg)
Cruising range, main/reserve 430.5/61.5 km

(266.9/38.1 miles)

Load capacity
(GYWR less curb weight) 168.3 kg (371 Ibs)
Maximum speed in gears @ engine rediine (1) 435
(2) 66.9 (3)92.4 (4) 1145 (5) 127.3 mph

ENGINE
Type Four-stroke harizontally opposed twin, air-cooled
with pushrod-operated overhead valves

94.0 x 70.6mm (3.54 x 2.80 in.)
980cc (59.8 cu. in.)

851

(2) butterfly /slide Bing
Twin-pipe, twin-muffler

with cannecting crossover pipe

Bore and siroke
Piston displacemnent
Compression ratic
Carburetion
Exhaust system

Ignitian Battery-powered, mechanically triggered
capacitor discharge

Air filtration Dry paper

Qil fitration Disposable paper elament

il capacity 2.1 Iiters (2.3 qts.)

TRANSMISSION

Type Five-speed, constant-mesh with dry-plate clutch

Primary drive.
Final drive

Helical-cut gears

Shafi and helical-beve! gears,
11/82,2011

(1) 12.80 (2)8.32 (3)6.08
(4) 486 (5) 4.37

Gear ratios, overall

CHASSIS
Type Dual-downtube, tull-cradle

with bolt-on rear section

Wheelbase
Brake, front

1465mm (5§7.7 in.)

Hydraulic, (1) 260mm (10.2 in.) disc
with single-piston calipar
Hydraulic, (2) 260mm (10.2 in.) disc
with dual-piston calipar

rear

Whesl, front Cast aluminum alloy, 1.85 x 19 in.
rear Cast aluminum alloy, 2.75 x 18 in.

Tire, front 3.25 H 19 Metzeler Rilie 12
rear 4,00 H 18 Melzeler Block C66
Touring Special

Seat height B16mm (32.1 in)
Ground clearance 146mm {5.8 In,)
Fuel capacity, main/reserve 21.0/3.0 liters
{55/.08 gal)

Curb weight, full tank 2313 kg (510 lbs.)

Test weight 301.2 kg (675 Ibs.)
ELECTRICAL

Power source Alternator, 280 watis
Charge control Mechanical voltage regulator
Headlight beams. high/low 60/55 watls
Tail/stop lights 5/21 walls
Battery 12V 28AH
INSTRUMENTS

Includes Speedometer, tachometer, odormeter

and resettable tripmeter, clock, volimeter. Indicators
far turn signals, oil pressure, “"generator” failure, neutral,
and low brake fluid level
Speedometer error, 30 mph indicated, actual 26.95
60 mph indicated. actual 5545
Odometer error 0.8% “slow”
CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT
Customer Sarvice Department
Butler & Smith, Ine.
Walnut Street and Hudson Ave.
Norwood, New Jersay 07648
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your twin out in the rain for a couple of
days, you may find it misfires slightly.
Moisture creeps around the base of the
spark plug caps and establishes an easy
route for the ignition current until engine
heat evaporates the water.

The BMW's one-piece, forged steel
crankshaft utilizes plain bearings both at
its connecting rod and dual main bearing
journals. The rods attach to their respec-
tive pistons by steel wrist pins and outside
circlips. Steel cylinder bores are 94.0mm,
yielding an actual displacement of 880cc.
The three-ring pistons have a compres-
sion ratio of 9.5:1—relatively high—and
this explains why our test bike wasn't too
happy about running on low-octane fuel.

The crankshaft's front drives a 280-watt
alternator. In back, a dry, automotive-style
single-plate clutch is cable-actuated; and
when engaged, the clutch transfers en-
gine torgue through a jackshaft-con-
tained ramp-spring cush drive assembly
and into the transmission primary shaft.
The gearbox is a self-contained unit—
complete with its own 800cc oil supply—
and can be taken from the motorcycle
without removing the engine.Upand down
shifts can be completed in amazing
silence; a far cry from the BMWs of yes-
teryear, thanks to the recently added drive
shaft cush-drive. Downshifting can be ac-
complished without using the clutch if you
like; the gear engagement dogs are will-
ing and sure. The 1000's shift throw,
though moderately long, provides good
gearbox “feel.”

Since the boxer engine is mounted in
line with the frame, no right-angle joints
are necessary to deliver revolutions to the
drive shaft. Instead, one palloid-toothed
direction change appears after the single
U-joint drive shaft. All one-liter BMWs
have a 2.91:1 final drive ratio. Their
smaller brothers, the R65 and R8O, each
have private ratios to go along with their
more modest torque outputs. Beyond
never cleaning chain oil off your jacket
and the rear rim, shaft drives afford a
luxuriously long maintenance interval; in
the R100S’s case, rear end oil should be
changed every 10,000 miles.

While you're not servicing drive chains,
you can be out enjoying the Beemer's
supple suspension—in sane riding situa-
tions. For touring or moderately fast twisty
road dicing, the soft springing and longest
travel this side of dirt-heaven is friendly,
yet allows ground clearance limits to be
quickly reached. First to touch on the left
are the side and center stands; on the
right the rear brake pedal drags. The trick
to riding a BMW at a sporting canyon-
pace is to be smooth, smooth—no sudden
powershifts in corners; no tossing the
bike over with its suspension com-
pressed. For all but past-legal-speeds
cornering, the R100S chassis remains
acceptably rigid. Steering effort at low
speeds is high, and at high speeds the
1000 is stable, with “neutral” cornering.

(Continued on page 66)
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Check our unbelievably
low prices, then

SAVE MONEY!

SUPER DISCOUNTS ON FAMOUS BRAND

TIRES & ACCESSORIES
ORDER BY PHONE —call TOLL-FREE 1-800-854-3110 Topay!

In Calif. 1-B00-432-7433 @ BAC/VISA/M-Charge/Am-Exp credit card orders shipped same day.

CONTINENTAL K112 (R) & RB2 (F)

The best high-performance and high-mileage
tire combination! * Indicates tubeless.

5105-16 K112 $48.21 *425/85H-18 K112 $51.78
450H-17 K112 48.61 510/80H-18 K112 47.87
“450H-17 K112 53.44 *510-80H-18 K112 52.61
325H-18  RB2  33.87 325H-19 RBZ 3821
400H-18 K112 45,87 350H-19 RB2 4126
425/85H-18 K112 47.10 "350H-19 RB2 45.40

CONTINENTAL TUBES — all sizes: $8.96.

DUNLOP K91 MK Il

Kevlar belted superbike
street/touring tire for high
mileage . . .high speed. Use
with or without tube.

MT90-17 (610-17) $58.89
425/85VB-18 50.93
MTBO-18 (510-18) 54.70
410V-19 RIBBED  43.66

DUNLOP K81 & K81 MK Il

Low profile street tire with exceptional grip and
stability. Use with or without tube.

"MT90-16/(510-16 MK I1) $42.38 325-19 F6 RIB $31.80

e

450H-17A (KB7 MK II)  33.74 360H-19 B.02
425/85H-18 40.48 410H-19 38.16
*510/18 MK Il 44.18 "410H-19 40.72

* With raised white letters MK Il RIB

— add $5.25 per tire.

e ]
MICHELIN M45

Excellent traction, cornering and stopping.

[ DUNLOP K190 & K88

New K190 MX and Enduro with "dimpls"”
blocks and rim saver. K88 for big bikes
— KBBHT for hard surfaces.

K190 $21.24
K88  34.58
K180 27.10
K180 3176
K88 $37.08
K8BHT 40.31
K180 25.30
K190 29.1

GUARANTEE: Al tires and tubes are
first quality merchandise. No seconids. No blems
Tire prices include Fed. Exc. Tax. It you compare
prices, be sure freight, F.E.T. and sales tax are in-
cl. in lotal price quoted, Prices in previous

ads no longer valid. ¢y phantom Rider, 1979

510/30V-17 M4B $50.56 425/85V-18 M45  $47.16
350H-18  M45 37.00 B50H-19  Md5 40.19
350V-18  Md45 4408 350V-19  M45 46.57
400H-18  M45 4273 325H19 27 RIB 47.95
MICHELIN AIRSTOP TUBES — ail sizes $4.88 ma. PZ 2
GOODYEAR EAGLE A/T & GT Il 6T
Low profile — for street/touring. GT I has

bead-to-rim retention safety feature.

51016 AT 34111 45018 AT $38.85
510-17 GT Il 47.85 450-18 GT Il 43,13
400-18 AT 3582 32519 AT 29.49
400-18 GT Il 41.64 350-19 GT I RIB 34.97

H MULHOLLAND rebuildable street and MX shocks
| SPRINGS: singlerate $12.95

SHOCKS & SPRINGS - save up 7o 35%

in- 119", 12%", 13", 13%" lengths. $38.95

progressive (dual) rate $11.95

A/T also available with Raised White Letters,
tube-type or tubeless. Call for prices.

GOODYEAR TUBES — all sizes: $6.89.
HIGH-PERFORMANCE EXHAUST SYSTEMS
KERKER

WE ALSO SELL: = AMCO
RACKS/CASEGUARDS »

LOCKHART OIL CODLER KITS

For superbikes — complete 700 cooler kit including
BP-180 thermastal for cold weather oil control. In black
only. H-D Sportster $85.65: KZ650 $82.95: GS560/750
(uses 500 cooler) $83.95: GS1000 $95.95; XS 750
X51100 893.95. Pantial listing only

Hon CB750 K & F, 69-78 4 info 1, chrome §168.95
Kaw KZ900/1000. 73-79 4 into 1. chrome 169.95
Suz GS750/1000, 78-79 4 into 1, chrome 159.95

LESTER MAG WHEELS »
HANG 2 TOURING SEATS
* SHOE| SADDLEBAGS/-

Yam XS1100, 78-79 4 imo 1, chrome  169.95 TRUNKS = GOODYEAR
BASSAN) :
Hon XR75 73.78 up or dn, ik $40.07 gg&%ﬁ#ﬁ“ﬁ ,cgc%%
Hon XL260 73-77 tp or dn, blk 48.88 GOGALES Y Ri
¥am BD 3501400, all  twin, bik 13600 | 506G WE.A%R E .u?rfg
HOOKER

Hon ATC-90/110, 7079 Hi-exit, bik 3390 | MUCH, MUCH MORE

Hon CB7S0K, 6376 . 4 into 1, chrome 133.45 | FOR PRICES AND YOUR

Yam XS1/2/650, all © 2 into 1. chi 91.16
Yam XS7500. 20 E 3 into 1 Shvoims 134.30 Fn!!
Partial listing only. If your bike is not COPY OF OUR CATALOG
Ilﬂgg.‘ 1u‘\grit!e or p ﬁneuloll freg 1-800- CALL TOLL FREE

or application and price.
Jardine exhausts also available. 1-800-854-3110

RIDER WEAR

BELL HELMETS —SAVE UP TO 30% |
R-T (Road/Trail). Blk, whi, org, red, blu  $43.95" « @ Y
*Magnum |l. Bik, whi, org, yel, sil 62.50
*Star || Bik, whi, org, yel 76.95
*Mota |1l Yel, whi, red 78.95
*SNELL 75 — AMA approved

HI-POINT BOOTS

MX/ENDURD — 1 10p quality leather with stainless
steel shinguard and 5 quick-release straps. Smoath MX
of rouah (cleated) Endura sole in half sizes 5 thru 13

Illll' As hese boots run large — order !5 size SMALL-
(ER than dress shoe.

STREET — Speciaily designed Kanny Roberts boots in
lop quality leather. Padded gear shift paints, non-slip
sole and large rear zipper with buckies: In half sizes 5
thrir 13. $63.95/pr.

MX JERSEYS

Fully cut, top quality, stylish venied 100% fylon
|erseys in team colors with cycle name across chest
and on sleeves

Available for: Bul, Can-Am/Hon /Husq /Kaw /Yam
and plain (no name), In adult sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL
$10.95

NYLON MX PANTS

Made of strong nylon, these pants offer maximum
protection with plastic knee cups (removable) and thick
padding al hips. Reinforced seal. In blagk w/yel stripe
blue wiyel siripe, red w/blk siripe. Spenity waist size
28, 30, 32, 34, 36 or 38" $38.65/pr

| LR R B 8 & & B 8 F R B 0 0 F R U N R R R R B 8
SHIPPING CHARGES g ) PHANTOM RIDER « 3001 REDHILL AVE., sw1o1 COSTA MESA, CA 92626
must be added to all prices. Oty Size Description Price &a Total |
Minimum order Wesl of  Mid-  East of [ | i
is $10.00. Rockies  Wesl  Miss, '
Front tires 200 285 335 [ |
Rear tires 285 415 495 W lenclose: Add shipping charges 1
Shocks, springs 2.25 35 ans ] L1Mo. Order |1Cert Check Ol Pers. Check (allow 3 wks. to clear) Calit
Exhausts 380 525 675 17125% deposit — will pay balanca, plus freight €.0.0 Ei‘ ::5_ iMkl 1
Boats 200 28 335 || Chargeto (7Visa/BankAm COM/Charge T Am. Express ot i
Helmets/pants 150 185 225 L1 Please send me your FREE catalog TOTAL
All others 100 130 175 | Account o Exp date [ |
AK, HI, PR, CZ, APO/FPO customers, use [ Bike year make, model i
3rd col. Freight rates o Canada, add $3 to Name
amounts shown in 3rd col, All orders Address 10 [ ]
shipped lully insured. For COD orders, add [ - - i
$1.25 COD fee to freight charges. No CODs Vi e e e e
to APOIFPO o Canads addrosses I e ] CFII-‘LEEL S
Lanadian and overseas calalog requests =
-= send USS2 lor airmail poslage ! “II ToLL FREE 1‘800‘8“‘3110 j

LR R P Ty
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BMW R100S Continued from page 65

Four-hundred-mile days seem like
pleasant jaunts in light of the S-type's
weather protection, suspension com-
pliance and near-300-mile cruising range.
On the open road, all is bliss, except for
two shallow thorns. First, remember that
nice, broad saddle? It’s also a broad, firm
saddle—the kind that you get tired of just
plain sitting on—like a dining room chair. It
requires an obligatory squirm-around
every once in a while to modulate the
effects of that firmness. Second, the
R100S has low-frequency engine vibra-
tion. As BMW has increased engine dis-
placements over the years, the factory
has found it harder and harder to maintain
a silky-smooth powerband. The 100-se-
ries bikes suffer from small vibration an-
noyances. No tingling ever makes you
want to get off the motorcycle; it's just
there. But the BMW's mild state of tune
and its CV carburetors lend it an appar-
ently infinite torque curve, so same-gear
passes are a reality, even if the throttle is
hard to turn near its full-open position. A
curious “rocking” motion takes over the
cycle when the engine is at or near idle.

The R100S is a lavish motorcycle. Care
has been taken in almost all areas, and
where cost-effectiveness has dictated a
short-cut, that short-cut is not evident in a
tacky sort of way. This machine is also
breathtakingly expensive, though its price

reflects more on American economic pol-
icy, which accepts double-digit inflation,
than on BMW's profit-taking. So long as
Americans live with high inflation while
the Germans regard anything over four
per cent as immoral, the American dollar
will continue to sink relative to the mark.
And that goes a long way in explaining
how the price of BMW flagships have
been rising more than the domestic infla-
tion rate.

This is a motorcycle with surprisingly
few compromises. Yes, it could be a 12-
second quarter-miler, but it turns 13.26
seconds at 101.46 mph, Using a more
aggressive engine would displace part of
the S-type’s great easy-going nature. Ba-
varian Motor Works could firm up the
R100's suspension springs, thereby

lessening the bike's appeal as a tourer.
For these points, reasonable compro-
mises were observed to maintain a work-
able package.

The R100S is an investment. Not be-
cause it's going to necessarily skyrocket in
value, but because you're going to invest
your time riding it. If you ride a lot, and you
value the way your time is spent, this
motorcycle makes a certain amount of
sense. Though not for everyone. If every
time you look at the R100S you examine
the motorcycle in detail, wondering what
you could be paying for, then try some-
thing else. But at the end of a 400-mile
day, if you can sit on the R100S and not
even think about how much the bike cost,
then it was worth sneaking up on your
silver-laden piggy bank in the dark. @
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.. .for riders
who know!

Bates Leathers are Number One by over 4 to 1! That's what a Cycle
magazine survey showed.

Why such popularity? Why do professional and pleasure riders
alike specify Bates Leathers—and wait to get Bates when they
might possibly make an instant purchase of a lesser brand?

Perhaps the reason is because Bates Leathers are hand-cut and
custom tailored. Or maybe it's the choice of over 30 colors. Or
perhaps the fact you can design your own.

Perhaps it's the uncompromising workmanship in a world thal
seems to lack quality these days. Maybe it's because the top riders
in the world—men who know—wear Bates Leathers.

Whatever the reasons for Bates superiority, why not order your set
and experience the joy of owning the very best.

Leather Shop

PO. Box 240-CJ, Long Beach, California 90801

CYCLE



