T@FwT@@ﬁﬁmg BMW R100S

“It's hard to be
humble when you ride
the best”

Denis Rouse

What else can you say about a motor-
cycle that's put together and finished like
a fine instrument, weighs 100 pounds
less than machines with a third less dis-
placement, has a payload of nearly 500
pounds, has the tightest, most pleasant
sound in cycledom, accelerates to 60
mph in less than five seconds, goes 100
mph breathing lightly, stops like it has air
brakes, turns and corners like a road-
racer, yet runs velvet smooth on the
straights, gets a consistent 40 mpg and
250 miles per tankful, and yet is so ex-
traordinarily simple and functionally de-
signed that even the most total mechani-
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cal donk can handle the routine mainte-
nance and basic tuning with ease?

Better than asking rhetorical questions,

do as | did recently and slide your butt
onto the sculptured seat of a new, fiery
teutonic red BMW R100S and go. All the
BMW superlatives will be as apparent to
you as they have been to me. Expensive?
Yes, about $5000 with accessories,
license, taxes and incidentals. As has al-
ways been true, you get just about
exactly what you pay for, and in the case
of the BMW, you get the best production
motorcycle in the world . . . the best
sport/touring machine money can buy,
period.

Most BMW buyers select the largest
displacement model, and this year there
are three choices in the 1000cc lineup:
the R100/7, the R100S and the very sleek
R100RS. Our choice was the R100S for
several reasons. Mainly because it's a
logical tourer's compromise between the
ultra sport R100RS and the conservative

R100/7. You get the dual disc brakes, the
hot 9.5:1 compression, the beautifully
sculptured seat (which is very comfort-
able even after long hours on the road),
and the quicker 2.91:1 final drive ratio
(which is still plenty tall enough for seri-
ous touring). The only modifications we
made on our S were the addition of a
more conventional, protective, matched-
red Luftmeister fairing, the mare er-
gonomically comfortable R100/7 handle
bars, removable-suitcase Krauser
saddlebags, and a tight little luggage
rack that bolts securely to the rear of the
seat. A nice touch on the new Luftmeister
fairing is the addition of molded-in
mounts for the S's VDO instruments, the
voltmeter and super accurate little clock
Since the Luftmeister is an official Butler
& Smith BMW accessory, the addition of
the instrument mounts is evidence that
many S buyers who tour prefer the more
protective fairing

Whether you buy a German electric
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automobile or motorcycle,
sect that it's going to be tight
/ ate the BMW

e or more other brands of
Only then can you truly
pleasures of owning and riding
[ i seems to

st important of these special

traits, which seem to be Bavarian exclu-
rall finish of the motorecy-

aint, chrome, metal and welds

The engine components

\erator, oil and air filters) and

within a single,

The wiring and

are neat and organized.

roof instrumentation

g Brake and clutch

are pre black anodized

(Magura). The tools and owners manual
see page 72

April 1977




ervice Card

S

Reader

Circle 91 on

Bill Walters Leathar

D.W. Rube Enterprises, Circle 58 on Reader Service Card

BRAKER from page 59

the control and margin of safety that rid-
ers used to only dream of. The signifi-
cance of this innovation must eventually
lead to original equipment usage, and 1o
a sizable reduction in insurance rates for
vehicles so equipped
For u

ups, front and re: alety Braker
mounts in the hydraulic system (one for
each master
darrangement

lerent positior

dual brake set-

cylinder) by a simple boll-in
You can locate it in dif-
1S Tor eonvenience pro-
tection and sp vailability. On a
Safety Braker will
equalize the actions of bath, affording
outstanding control and stability. For
motorcycles that h ear dist
the ol I of premature skidding
y Is tremendously re

ely Braker claims a
shorter stopping distance at 30, 50
and 70 mph speeds

We in:

dual-disc unit, one

brakes,

N average
20%

stalled the units on a middle-
weight front and rear-disc
single front-dist

machine, a
heavyweight, and a dual,
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STYLE 200

ROAD RIDING JACKETS
BY BILL WALTERS

Three handsomely styled hand tailored
jackets ol top grain genuing cowhide
Designed  specifically  for motorcycle
enthusiasts. Both men's and women's sizes
available in black. rust. luggage brown
dark brown, and rough ou

BILL WALTERS LEATHERS
7359 Varna, North Hollywood, CA. 91605, (213) 982-3738

front-disc heavyweight We laid out a

bizarre course with water, crushed ice
cubes, gravel, mud, slick asphalt, dirt
and concrete and then proceeded to run
difterent speeds and strongly apply the

brakes. Then we compared these results
with the non-Safety Braker-equipped
motorcycle. There is no comparison. We
tell on these surfaces in some exception-
ally wild braking experiences without the
Safety Braker. With it, the control, stability
and stopping distance were very, very
good. As Jim Richerson, the marketing
representative, commented, “The first try
/es you walking away bug-eyed!"” The
braking feel and control with a passenger
and luggage are exceptional. A teeling of
dccompanies every braking
And if your disc rotors are
warped or beat up, the Safety Braker
makes the degree of control even more
Apparent

The device is factory assembled and
should not be dis

conhc

application

embled becaus

the precise clearanc
amount of fluid preser

sealing, and
in the design. No
maintenance is required, and the unit

THE ROADY

RUBE’S MOTORCYCLE TAIL & TIRE PROTECTION
TAIL LIGHT MULTIPLEXER ¢ BALANCE & SEAL

WITH BRAKES ON

Be seen by tailgaters
solid-state switching unit which al-
lows rear turn signal lights to op-
erate as additional brake lights.
Will not interfere with normal turn
signal operation. Easy installation
with complete instructions. Size:

1x2% % 2%

S 1 ngsozn.

Add a End most motorcycle tire prob-
lems. Balance & Seal is what it
does. Providing constant preci-
sion balancing at all speeds and
temperatures. Sealing with Ba-
lance & Seal will seal puncture
holes from objects up to Y inch in
diameter with increased blow-out
protection

5995 for two

PPD Motorcycle tires

For Immediate Delivery Send Check or M. 0.
RUBE ENTERPRISES, DEPT. C Box 600, Winchester, OR 97495
Dealer Inquiries Invited

carries a threc-year warranty against fail-
ure, even though the representative feels
they are lifetime setups, Should the
O-ring seal ever fail in use, only 1.2 cc of
hydraulic brake fluid will be bypassed as
the cap seal O-ring seals the system to
the atmosphere. This secondary safety
feature will prevent loss of brakes.

The Safely Braker wa approved for
aulo competition by well-known race-
sanctioning organizations and indepen-
dent lests have proven the braking ad-
vantages over conventional systems
Laboratory evaluation by the Ontario Re-
search Foundation in Canada showed a
reduced stopping distance (with au-
tomobiles) of as much as 30% at 60 mph,
and increased control. Similar results
were oblained by Ogden Laboratories in
Southern California. In our evaluation, we

rere able to obtain consistently shorter
opping distances
On a motorcycle, Safety Braker greatly
reduces chatter and hop during intensive
braking, causing a much more stable
situation. Normally, when the brakes
oegin to lock up, the wheel and tire
bounce. With the Safety Braker-M/C, the
brakes release very slightly when the tire
hits the road surface, allowing it to stay in
contact and maintain traction. Add to this
the more comfortable and progressive
action at the brake lever, and the Safety
Braker really shines

Installation of the Safety Braker-M/C is
quite easy, and only a 15-minute opera-
tion. The $36.95 unit bolts into place
anywhere between the master cylinder
and the rest of the system. The finned
housing helps to keep hydraulic fluid
temperature down during heavy braking
he 2 the unit acls as a heat sink. For
metal pipe brake lines, a T fitting is used
and cutting of the brake line is required.
The banjo fitting supplied Uses the stock
bolt from any existing banjo connection
on the motorcycle, and no cutting is re-
guired. The T works on any metal pipe,
especially the English models: the banjo
fits most Japanese motorcycles.

Follow the instructions carefully and be
sure your hydraulic system is in good
shape before installation. Check for leak-
ages, fluid contamination, loose fittings. It
may be advisable to bleed the brake sys
lem and change the fluid upon installa-
tion. Brake fluid does deteriorate with
use, heat and moisture and this can gum
up the disc rolors and cause brake fade
from fluid vaporization. Acids that form
can cause a chemical efching of the hy-
draulic syslem

(Company Address: Safety Braker-M/C
Sales Co., 78 Meadow Drive, Daly
City, Ca. 94105; circle Reader Service
Ne. 151.) [] Alan Tratner

BMW R100S from page 45

(both the best in the business) tuck away
under the seat in a weather-tight tray. The
fuses and electrical junctions stay bone
dry in the superb Halogen headlight
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housing. The gas cap is recessed and
leak proof. The master cylinder for the
front dual discs is located in a protected
area underneath the gas tank. A simple
hand lever adjusts the rear shock pre-
load. An air pump, tire patch kit and even
an official BMW rag are standard equip-
ment. The list could go on and on, but I'm
sure you get the drift. Everything not only
fits, works, doesn't leak and rarely breaks
but it's polished, too.

The beautiful part about all this sophis-
tication is that it's wrapped around a
machine that's functionally simple. Preci-
sion it is, but the engine is still your basic
four-stroke, horizontally opposed twin,
and its configuration permits an ease of
maintenance and a serviceability that is
unique. Service intervals are a full, legiti-
mate 5000 miles apart, and the tasks are
so relatively easy to perform that even
riders with limited mechanical ability can
keep their Bee Ems humming with little
trouble. The horizontal cylinders allow
super accessible spark plug change and
valve adjustment (notice the beautiful
new black valve covers), A single set of
points, condensor and timing adjustment
are located in a large compartment at the
front of the engine. Qil reservoirs for the
engine, transmission, shaft and final drive
have large, accessible filler and drain
bolts. The owner's manual is clear, well
written and amply illustrated. The only
tool needed for routine maintenance that
doesn’'t come with the bike is a torque
wrench,

Qut on the road, you find the R100S
goes like it looks. The engine runs in a
peaceful, thudding harmony, and the
power availability in every gear at any
speed is downright astonishing. The
torque curve is considerably flatter than
that of last year's R90S, and the trans-
mission shift's a bit slicker. There is some
vibration apparent in a range between
4300 and 4700 rpm, but it is noticeable
only because things are otherwise so
smooth when you're riding under or over
that range. Last year's Dell'Orto’'s have
been scratched this year in favor of
40mm constant-velocity Bing carburetors
and fuel efficiency has thus been appar-
ently increased.

Not the least amazing thing about the
BMW is that it is truly a combination
sport/touring motorcycle. It's capable of
extremely quick and nimble carnering,
yet it will take a rider touring on 500-mile
days in the kind of plush comfort usually
associated with heavy, imposing,
straight-up kinds of motorcycles. Exactly
how the engineers in Munich have man-
aged to accomplish this rather pleasant
form of mechanical schizophrenia is not
entirely clear, but ingenious (and costly)
weight saving techniques, superb quality
forks, shocks, and wheels, a tapered roll-
er bearing swing arm and a marvelous
double tube cradle frame undoubtedly
have a lot to do with it. Consider that the
R100S has a wet curb weight of only 485
pounds, yet it has a gross vehicle weight
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RACER 1

BRUTE FORCE MRCHINES

A new dimension in custom crafted, High Performance 4 into 1 Exhaust
Systems. Distinctive, competition proven designs for Honda 750 CB,

Kawasaki 650, 900, 1000 and Suzuki GS 750.
* 15% to 20% power in increase.

e Top Quality Material for long life & service.

* Aero-Space welding.
* Removable & repackable baffle.

* Custom Formed, upswept megaphaone.

* Weight saving design.

* Total access to oil filter & drain plug.
* Retention of both side & center stand.

® Show Chrome $150.00
* Competition Black $130.00

Send $2.00 for a Racer 1 catalog.

dick’s cycle west,inc.

401 agostino road,

san gabriel, california 91776
telephone (213) 287-9656

COVER IT!

When you're not riding it
... 'cause any good bike is
more fun to ride than it is
to scrub!

GREEN DRILL $28.95
covers shipped postpaid
. CAresidents add 6% sales
tax. N.C. BAGS are made
from specially treated
fabrics that will NOT

damage paint,
plexiglass
or gel-coat.

North Coast Tarpaulin, Circle 50 on Reader Service Card 2

L)
North Coast Tarpauline Works
PO Box 1/Encinitas CA 92024
Phone 714/755-0236 R4
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My bike has: Yes No
Saddlebags (=] 0o
Windshield/fairing O ]
Top Box O O

O MASTER CHARGE
OO0 BANKAMERICARD
Card No
Expires

Uick's Cycle West, Circle B9 on Reader Service Card
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NO SEAMS, NO LEAKS,
NO SAGS, NO EQUAL!

WHAT YOU SHOULD EXPECT FROM A SEAT.

Original, crisp Exclusive “"comfort No seams or Marine-grade
design. Not a ribs’ increase air hales to cause vinyl cover re-
me oo’ copy circulation .. .reduce tears, leaks sists weathering
sliding and (soggy foam) abrasion, fad-
Full-size passenger numbness or sogs ing and stains

sear, .

Rugged, cne
piece cover
(not sewn!)
bonded to the
foam

Luxuriously
comfortable
‘master seaf’

Stock hardware
mounts easlly to
metal reinforced
mounrmg pOHTTS

Virtually indestruc
tible, lightweight
copolymer base
(not ABS). won't
rust or corrade

Tough, metal core
vinyl edge frim

Ask your dealer
Available for most popular models.

Specially modified
OUICJT\OHVE"TYDE
foam resists de-
tericration and
‘botoming out

Incorporated
1730 5.W. Skyline Blvd., Portland, Oregon 97221

MeClaughlin Oil, Circle 46 on Reader Service Card

rating of a whopping 881 pounds. For an
idea of how favorably that compares with
other motarcycles, see Dick Blom's arti-
cle on touring machine payloads
elsewhere in this issue,

Another plus on the 1977 BMW is the
fact that the S and all models are now
graced with the big, formerly exclusive,
S-type 6.3-gallon capacity fuel tank,
which includes 8/10-gallon reserve. Even
during the break-in period of our
machine, we never registered less than
40 mph, and the expectation is that
mileage improves somewhat as the en-
gine is run-in. Again there's that special
brand of BMW contradiction: blazing per-
formance, yet miserly with gas.

Our machine was delivered with a new
Continental 3.25H-19 front tire and
4.00H-18 in the rear, and they appear to
be well suited to the machine. They're the
only tires I've ever ridden that seem to
neutralize California’s infamous freeway
rain grooves. One of the main reasons we
chose the S over the /7 was the fadeless,
perforated dual disc front brakes. Since
we ride two-up guite a bit, and often with
a fairly substantial amount of luggage,
the extra stopping power is nice.

SPECIFICATIONS
BMW R100S
ENGINE
Displacement ..........ccccccvevrremrrrnrenn 980cc
| - O — .....4-stroke 2-cylinder

honzontally opposed
Torque Ib -ft

Bore & Stroke..............
Compression Flatio.....................9.5 to1
Carburetion........Bing constant velocity
CHASSIS
Gear Ratios............ Transmission ratios
4.40, 2.86, 2.09,
1.67, 1.50 to 1;
Final drive 2.91 to 1
SHRIING s vinramsammmmrinrmemes Electric
Fuel Capacity......ue ssavpvrand 6.3 gal.
Fuel Consumption
W1 |y e ol R verenn3.25H-19 front,
4.00H-19 rear
Suspension ......c.ccceee Front telescopic,
rear swing arm
Brakes.......... Front dual hydraulic disc;
rear drum
DIMENSIONS
Overall Length..........cooevemveeniennenes 83.9"

Overall WItEh .....amwasaiinissi
Overall Height

Wheelbase...............

Weight (dry) ......ccoccviiissiisiasmsnnians

Gross Vehicle Weight

Rating........ Tt 881 Ibs.

Gross Axle Weight
Ratings..........cccceiiiieeeneenn...396 Ibs., front,
619 Ibs. rear

List Price



Is there anything negative to report
about a BMW? Yes, but only minor things:
slight vibration, as aforementioned, in
4300 to 4700 rpm levels, The sidestand is
spring loaded, and unless the spring is
removed, the machine must and will at
some time fall over (as mine did); two
rubber bands hold the battery compart-
ment side plates on the machine, and
while they do the job, the buggers seem
incongruous on a $5000 motorcycle.
That's it in the complaint department

We've still got a lot of miles to put on
the R100S and this only marks the third
BMW we've ridden, but we're beginning
to understand the fierce loyalty and pride
of ownership that seems to flow from Bee
Em riders we meet out on the road. Like
the guy | met most recently said, "Hey,
it's hard to be humble when you ride the
best." []

ON OR OFF THE ROAD
ANELRA EXTENDS
YOUR RIDING PLEASURES

¢ Tiedowns

* Seat Covers

¢ Fairings * Travel Trunks

® Loading Ramps » Kldney Belts * Saddle Bags * Custom Saddle

ANCRA MOTORSPORTS, 2233 E.

Send $1.00 for catalog to:

Grand Ave., Dept. RS-1,

El Segundo, CA. 90245

indkutter Mari IV

FIIAME MOUNTED FAIRING... for large touring
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and smaller commuter

motoreveles

RIDER COMFORT
Aerodynamically designed to give
you comfort and protection from the
weather and wind. Lightweight for
improved ride, (less than 16 Ibs.).
PROTECTION

Vacuum formed of tough,
pact Cyolac ABS.
acrylic windshield.
STANDARD EQUIPMENT
Mounting hardware, pocket covers,
turn signals with running light.
(Optional) Class A side running
lights, reflective striping, pocket liner,
cigar lighter, locking pocket cover.
AVAILABLE at your motorcycle
dealer in standard black or white.
An optional color keyed Windkutter
Mark IV is available.

SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE

high im-
DOT approved

HOWE ENGINEERED SALES (0.
P.O.Box 642
Cedar Falls, lowa 50613

Circle & on Reader Service Card

Ancra

Windkutter, Circle 73 on Reader Service Card



