® The BMW RY90/6 skims over long
stretches of road with all the ease and
grace of a zephyr blowing eastward.
Under a canopy of sun and clouds, BMW
twins are supposed to sum, if for no other
reason than BMWs have always hummed
for roadtesters, But the 898cc model is
different: turning a leisurely 3500 rpm at
an indicated 65 mph, the R90/6 only con-
fronts the rider with faint tappet ticking,
which breaks through the wind noise.
The engine lopes inside its smoothest
range, leaving the rider unscathed by
gnawing vibration. The front suspension
smothers bumps. Irregularities, such as
pavement-implanted reflectors, attack the
front wheel, but the jiggles and swats
disappear into eight inches of fork travel
and never survive to reach the handlebars.
The saddle is soft without being mushy:
this perch can support one-day jour-
neys of more than 500 miles without chaf-

ing the rider to a halt. And when the
R90/6 is equipped with a 5.8-gallon tank.
the rider can sniff contemptuously at nu-
merous receding gas stations. The odom-
eter will step off 225 miles before there
is need for dipping into the reserve supply.
All of this is part of the BMW tradition:
machines which sweep the road beneath
them, rushing toward points distant like
civilized steam locomotives.

That's what you expect from BMW;
heart of steam engine, wings of a zephyr.
Any motorcyclist carries a whole set of

BMW's 900cc roadster has the power delivery
of a steam engine, the longevity of a locomotive,
and the luxury of a private compartment.
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expectations to a new machine, especially
one which wears a mantle of tradition like
the BMW. You anticipate that the motor-
cycle will be finished and detailed better
than other machines, because BMWs have
always been so. You expect to see quality
components that keep faith with the past.
You expect civility, cleanliness, comfort,
and reliability. Perhaps most of all, you
assume that a BMW will last, for these
German motorcycles are not disposable
items. A BMW is for keeping. These
things you expect. And get.
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In 1974 you carry another set of expec-
tations to the R90/6. Anyone who has
been exposed to an R90S might guess the
R90/6 would be more comfortable than
the S-bike thouéh less a handler; to be
smoother than the sports version but less
powerful; to be the equal of the R90S in
the precise, notchy ways all mechanical
elements work together. If you thought
the R90/6 would be only a slightly softer,
less sporting version of the R90S, you're
in for a surprise. The R90/6 is something
less and something different than the S-
machine.

Cycle staffers warmly remember the
R90S, the road test of which was published
in the March 1974 issue. That motorcycle
(and staff members’ perceptions of it) has
become one standard of comparison for
other motorcycles. The S-engine, for ex-
ample, was wonderfully smooth and pow-
erful above 3500 rpm; quarter-mile times
at the dragstrip verified its potency. A
440-yard trip which ends in 13.07 seconds
at 102-plus mph is no stone drag. And
out on the highway, the R90S would leave
a Z-1 Kawasaki in any throttle roll-on
contest in any gear.

Owners of Kawasaki’s big four need not

e —— . .
Small hands, poor grip, hard pull. Adjusiments
ai master cylinder and caliper cured problem.

fear R90/6 BMWs. The standard flat twin
suffers considerably in comparison to the
R90S (or the Z-1 for that matter). The
best our test R90/6 could manage through
the timing lights was a 13.71-second tour
with a terminal speed of 95.84 mph. That's
a .64-second and six-miles-per-hour dif-
ference, and those margins are significant.

Back in March 1974 Cyele noted that
minor mechanical differences between the
R90S and R90/6 “deliver equally minor
performance gains.” Informal test data
gathered at the time showed that an R90/6
was only three-tenths and four miles per
hour slower through the quarter-mile
markers than our test R90S (13 seconds
@ 102 mph vs 13.3 seconds @ 98 mph).
And back in March we said just that
However, our current R90/6 test bike,
which gave no indication of being off-
song, and which received a tune-up shortly
before dragstrip testing, never came close

Strobe- hghl timing, as other servicing, is easy;
basic service intervals are 5000 miles.

Traditional bother with shins and carburetors
remains; boots are the only practical answer.

to running a 13.3. In fact, our figures of
13.71 @ 95.8 mph square nicely with thé
ones supplied in BMW’s owner’s manual.
So on the basis of our experience with
the present test bike, Cycle must amend
its earlier statement concerning R90/6
performance: minor mechanical dif-
ferences between the Sport and standard
versions account for significant perfor-
mance differences.

The R90S draws its fuel-and-air mixture
through 38mm Dell'Orto pumper carbu-
retors, while the standard R90 makes do
with 32mm constant-velocity vac-
uum-slide instruments. The R90/6
squeezes its mix with a 9:1 compression
ratio whereas the Sport uses 9.2:1 pistons.
The common 900cc roadster pulls slightly
shorter gearing (3.09:1) than the tallish
3.00:1 gear fitted to the Sport. That's it.
The S-bike has no trick cams and no huge
valves. The performance hike comes oul
of the carburetion and compression, for
the steep gearing works to the R90S8’s
detriment in the guarter-mile.

Cycle staffers have no doubt that the
R90S tested in the March 1974 issue was
a well-honed stock R90S. Clearly, it was
a near-perfect zero-defect machine; in
short, the bike was as good an R90S as
anyone could ever hope to own. Our
R90/6 test bike represents, we believe, a
more nearly average example of the road-
ster. Consequently, we are not greatly
surprised by the wide gap between a very
sharp high-performance R90S and a good
average R90/6.

The R90/6 wasn’t as smooth as the
R90S over the broad range of engine
speeds. The R90S entered its glass-placid
stage above 3500 rpm and never vibrated
above that figure. Like the Sport, the
R90/6 engine drummed below 3500 rpm,
and then fell smooth. At about 4500 rpm
a different sort of vibration became no-
ticeable, a higher frequency buzzing which
fell short of being really annoying. But
the R90/6 would buzz the handlebars and
pegs right up to its redline.

The post-4500 rpm vibrations in the end
proved less a problem than might at first
be suspected. The R90/6 has so much
low-down power—in the 3500 to 4500
band—that most of the time test riders
naturally confined engine speeds to that
slot. Moreover, this smoothest period in
the engine meshed perfectly with reason-
able highway speeds in fourth and fifth
gears. Fourth gear at 3500 brought up an
indicated 53-mph on the speedometer
while 4500 in fifth showed about 75 miles
per hour. The R90/6 has enough torque
at 3500 rpm to lever the bike forward with
a rush, whether it’s a fourth-gear shot out
of a slow-moving traffic pockel, or a
fifth-cog pass on The freeway. As miles
accumulated on the odometer the R90/6
smoothed a bit in the upper reaches of
its rev-range, but the standard roadster
failed to match the R90S’s turbine-like
smoothness.

The very freshness of the R90/6 un-
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BMW R90/6

Price, suggested retail............ $2930 POE East Coast
$2950 POE West Coast

Tire, front ... ... . 3.25 x 19 Metzeler
FOBE oo tluiniesisat svmisasa .. 4.00 x 18 Metzeler
Brake; front...............0. Digse 1.3756 in. x 10.24:in: x 2
(35mm x 260mm x 2)

rear ... 7.87 in. x 1,18 in. (200mm x 30mm)
Brake swept area.. ......... 105.5 sq. in. (680.5 sq. cm)
Specific brake loading................ . B2 Ibs./sq. in.
Enginetype ... OHV opposed twin
Bore and stroke ........oci s 384 0. X 2,78 in:
(90mm x 70.6mm)

Piston displacement.................. 54.78 cu. in. 898cc
Compression ratio ... 9.0:1
GarbUrRHON <. b oot 25 22MML Bing GV
Alr HREation ... .. ovmuias v masesmas. DY PAper
IgRIteR: el anasanesanaas ‘Battery and: coll
Bhp @ rpm......... ‘. ; e rs e g B
Torque @ TPM ... NAF
Mph /1000 rpm, topgear........................... 16.3 mph
Fuel capacity (includes .5-gal. reserve)....5.8-gal. (24 |)
Qil capacity (with filter) ..................4.75 pts. (2.25 |)
Transmission oil capacity o 1.7 pt. (900cc)
Electrical power ........................... . 28B0W
BaIOIY . .5 . icraemsedios sessmsnsrannmssiianananring iptasis 12v 25ah
Gear ratios, overall ... .. (1) 13.60 (2) 8.84 (3) 6.40
(4) 5.16 (5) 4.64

Primary transmission .......................... Helical gear

Secondary transmission...Driveshaft, crown wheel
and pinion, 3.09

Wheelbase ............................... 57.5in. (146.5cm)
Seat height ..............coooooiiiiiiiiin, 30 in. (76.2cm)
Ground Clearante ... ..coeseiamaress 1A 1T .860)
Curb weight ..................................... 484 Ibs. (220kg.)
Test welght...c.o o, GBdIBS. (298kg.)
Instruments_................ . tachometer, speedometer,
odometer, tripmeter

Sound level (California Standard) .. ... 82'db(A)
Standing start Y%4-mile...13.71 seconds @ 95.84 mph
Average fuel consumption ... 46.5 mpg
Speedometer error.................. .30 mph, actual 27.28
60 mph, actual 55.07

Braking force (actual) ............................... .859 G.
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doubtedly contributed in part to some
Bothersome characteristics. The machine
had very few miles at the start of the test
(about 25); and BMWs, thanks to their
close manufacturing tolerances, some-
times take an extraordinary number of
miles for mating surfaces to become
friends. Clearly. someone at BMW be-
lieves that tight initial fits make for lon-
gevity and silent mechanical devices.
though it may result in a prolonged un-
happy break-in. For the record. the notion
that tight initial fits increase mechanical
life (or produce quieter running) is no
longer in vogue in engineering circles.
New tight parts in the R90/6 may well
have produced much of the noticeable
buzzing which slowly modulated as miles
accumulated. Nonetheless, any engine vi-
bration paled when compared to the ag-
gravation with the five-speed transmis-
sion, yel another (temporary) victim of
close assembly tolerances.

In the beginning, the gearbox required
an unacceptably high fool pressure to
move it from gear to gear. Al every stop-
light, a fishing contest for neutral ensued,
but generally the transmission snatched
back and forth between first and second,
refusing to halt half-way. The high lever
pressure precluded riding the motorcycle
with any soft-topped footwear. A certain
clunkiness was far more evident in the
R90/6 than in the R90S. *Clunk™ hardly
did the noise justice. Actually the R90/6
shifter slammed the transmission gears
home with all the force and precision of
a 30-millimeter breech-loader. At about
1200 miles the third-fourth-fifth move-
ments reached acceptable levels and the
slam/clunk lessened. The first-neutral-
second combination remained problem-
atical until the machine was returned
briefly to the distributor for an exploratory
check at 1400 miles.

A very tight fit between a gearbox
cam-plate and the shaft on which it rotates
proved to be the source ol the shifting
woes. The parts might have finally bed-
ded-in as the miles stacked up. but we
felt that 1000-1500 miles probably repre-
sents the maximum number of miles
through which most customers would care
to endure the hard shifting, If the problem
would not self-correct inside this distance
(in the vast majority of cases it does), the
new owner would very likely demand that
his dealer take remedial action. Once the
shifting stiffness had been removed. the
R90/6 gearbox was a pleasure (o use—just
like the R90S. The heavy clunkiness and
breech-loader tendencies disappeared.

The transmission cure —and the dimin-
ished vibration from the engine—trans-
formed the R90/6 into a remarkably im-
proved motorcycle. New owners of BMWs
have machines that will be better products
at 5000 miles than at the 1000 mark. That's
fine: we still don’t like the tight-clearance
unhappiness in the first weeks or months
of operation,

(Continued on page 102)
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R90/6 piston on left is 9.0:1; higher compression

Slash-Six series is highly rationalized: R75/6 RYS piston has larger dome.

head caps an 82mm bore rather than 90mm hole.

High-pressure casting and extensive webbing
make for lightweight parts with great strength.

2l
-
Simpleeffective five-speed clicks together without
internal adjusters and lots of shimming.

Tight fir between upper camplate and its shaft
produced hard shifting early on.



two-way voice
NO communications
for all riders

$4995

HAL . .. remarkable new

solidlstate transceiver has 500-

700 foot range . . . telephone-clarity

at all speeds . . . noise cancelling micro-

phone . . voice actuated, hands-off operation
. all in high impact housing that fits bottom
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10 day money-back guarantee S

HAL units @ $49.95 ea.
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TEL.: (204) 582-6123 9201 CALIFORNIA AVE. SOUTH GATE, CA. 90280

“ iaa!
Free “goodies" Catalog on request COPY RIGHT 1974 DICK CEPEK, INC.

A Spirit EAGLE Sidecar might be just your solution this summer.

For information write: Spirit of America Mfg. Company
4095 C Redwood Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90066 (213) B22-2251

102

BMW R90/6 Continued from page 19

The draw on the clutch lever was a bit
heavy; the R90S likewise had needed a
strong hand at the lever. However, the
R90/6 had an unusually wide friction
point for a BMW, thus eliminating a com-
mon tendency to get jumpy starts with the
fiat twins. Additionally, some staflf mem-
bers thought the twistgrip demanded too
much hand/wrist pressure.

All our staffers complained about the
disc brake and its hand lever. The lever
traveled through very little of its arc be-
fore getting hard to pull; those with short
fingers could barely manage to draw the
lever under the first knuckles of their
fingers. A sudden panic grab might cause
small-handed riders to lose their grip en-
tirely on the lever. Of course, a great arc
could be dialed into the lever’s travel. as-
suming you know where to look. Strange-
ly, BMW has buried the cable adjuster
which controls the hand-lever travel under
the tank. The adjuster is built into the
master cylinder unit for the brake, which
resides out of sight and out of harm’s way
in case of a rightside flop. Removing the
tank and adjusting the cable somewhat
lessened the problem.

Lever positioning was only part of the
fix. A careful adjustment of the brake pads
(relative to the disc) helped to drop the
hand-lever pressure. In the end, all
Charles Atlas exercises at the handlebar
were eliminated.

Muscling the brake lever will swoosh
the R90/6 down on its front suspension.
The soft springs inside the long-travel
front fork help create BMW's unequaled
boulevard ride, but the front suspension
is just too soft for hammering around
corners in mad-racer fashion. Energetic
approaches to corners necessitate hard
braking; that begets a disconcerting
amount of nose-dive: then the soft tour-
ing-type suspension, front and back,
allows the bike to wallow and rock on
its suspension, especially over rough sur-
faces. The Metzeler tires, as noted in the
Cyele test of the R90S, are superior for
long life, inferior in terms of traction.
Furthermore. rolling the throttle back in
a corner drops the vacuum-controlled
slides in the Bing carburetors sharply; the
shaft drive transfers the slowdown to the
rear wheel without a bit of slop. and this
gross change aggravates any wallowing
and hobby-horsing in corners. The R90S
had Dell’Orto pumper carburetors which
operated more predictably and precisely
in mid-corner throttle roll backs.

As a machine, our test R20/6 had no
pretentions as a superbike performer. The
engine was too mild, the suspension too
soft, and the tires too hard. If anyone was
interested in both a BMW and a super
performer, then he would start with an
R90S. The R90/6 is aimed at long-haul
highwaymen.

The R90/6 is an outstanding motorcycle
within a particular spectrum: long-dis-
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tance riding; rapid point-to-point transit
over wide-open highways; comfortable,”
luxurious transport over winding routes
at temperate speeds. Swinging through
mountain roads, the motorcycle invites the
rider to settle into an easy six-tenths pace
which can be maintained mile after mile.
At eight-tenths, the R90/6 rider must con-
sciously work at riding and that effort
would detract from the pleasure of travel.

One crucial factor in long-haul machin-
ery is the sheer distance which the motor-
cycle can cover in a day. Rate-of-speed
and running time determines that dis-
tance. Some superbikes can produce dis-
tance by winging at a high rate of speed
which In turn can paint the rider with
fatigue after six or seven hours. The BMW
gets distance by keeping the rider com-
fortable and fresh, thus stretching the rid-
ing time. Inarguably many superbikes can
leave an R90/6 behind over mountain
roads and outrun the BMW in a top-speed
contest on a straight-arrow road. No mat-
ter. Speed alone doesn’t produce distance.
You need time too.

BMW specializes in effortless miles. At
an indicated 60-65 mph, the engine is
regally smooth. No exhaust din rattles the
eardrums of the rider. The 900cc engine
has ample passing power in fifth gear al
an indicated 60 mph; stirring the shift
lever is just an embellished gesture, The
effortlessness extends beyond the engine.
The space relationships between pegs, bars
and controls fit most riders very well,
though half Cycle's staff didn’t care for
the rake-back angle of the “tiller” handle-
bars. The saddle is obviously a triumph
of the seatmaker’s craft. After 100 miles
or 500, it doesn’t bite the rider. But the
suspension really distinguishes the R90/6
as a straight-up tourer. The long-stroke
fork simply removes bumps like nothing
else in motoreycling.

Effortless mileage goes beyond mere
physical comfort, Mental anguish can
subtract from highway motoring, And,
more than any other manufacturer. BMW
has engineered a peace-of-mind into their
motorcycles. Part of this is the firm’s rep-
utation for building durable, reliable
products. Part of it can be found in its
mechanical credentials. The drive-shaft
banishes the ritual of chain lubrication
and any thought of adjustment or re-
placement. The long-wearing Metzeler
tires, like the final drive. have their virtues
for a big trip: a three or four thousand
mile journey needn’t be scheduled to in-
clude a mid-point search for tires,

Other things filter the nuisances out of
miles. For example, the warning lights on
the panel remain visible under a brilliant
sunlight. BMW hasn’t added unnecessary
information lights (stoplight monitor eyes
or digital-readout faces); everything is
there for a purpose. At night, the high-
beam indicator light glows in soft blue;
no intense little dot distracts the rider. It's
a simple thing to be sure, but it suggests
that BMW actually intended that the mo-
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torcycle could be ridden for long periods
at night—and knew that blazing head-
lamps alone aren’t sufficient for nighttime
miles. Such a headlamp the BMW does
have—it burns a gaping wound in the night
and cauterizes the edges of darkness.

Day or night, there’s never any panic
surrounding gasoline stations. The R90/6
can be delivered with either a “small™ 4.3
gallon tank, or a “large™ 3.8-gallon item
as fitted to our test bike. (The large touring
tank adds about $70 to the base price of
$2930.) Since the R90/6 delivers 45 miles
per gallon, 225 miles could roll by without
sniffing for a gas station. That range ex-
plains how easily the R90/6 can stuff a
lot of distance into one day. Gas-pump
breaks (normally done at 125 miles with
three-gallon tanks) grow longer with chain
lubing, the inevitable pause that refreshes,
and the smoker’s inevitable break.

A considerable number of fill-ups will
occur between stops on the maintenance
schedule. The BMW requires minor ser-
vices at 5000 miles, and major ones at
10,000 miles. Likewise important to the
long-distance hauler is the completeness
of the owner's manual. It provides the
reader with relevant specifications and
maintenance information. Of course, it’s
not a workshop manual and you couldn’t
disassemble the engine with it. But things
the careful owner would want to know,
he can find—such as the torque specifi-

cations for the cylinderhead bolts. What
a welcome change to those cowardly
booklets delivered with some Italian and
Japanese motorcycles which show the new
owner where the kill switch is and assures
him that he will not fail to appreciate
the magnificent performances of the
model therein described. The BMW man-
ual provides sufficient data so that a rea-
sonably competent owner tan perform the
straightforward servicing procedures.

As a touring machine, the R90/6 is not
without fault. BMW engineers must be-
lieve that every highwayman wears boots
and gloves, Those with the “wrong™ phys-
ical dimensions will discover that their
shins still foul the airtubes running to the
carburetors. Wearing boots seems the only
practical method of protecting your legs

from the vergassers and their tubes. Riders
of smaller stature experienced more leg-
foul than larger-framed individuals.
Smaller riders, reaching for the bars, posi-
tion themselves far forward in the saddle,
and that placement puts their shins right
into trouble.

Gloves, like boats, are mandatory op-
tions. The handlebar rubbers get prickly
without gloves. Moreover. the twistgrip
demands greater-than-average pressure to
rotate; after a while, the rider’s tight grip
becomes uncomfortable barehanded.

The inaccuracy of the speedometer was
both surprising and disappointing. Mo-
torcycles with $3000 pricetags should not
have a speedometer which errs five miles
per hour at an indicated 60 mph. Nor is
the single horn in keeping with the
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technical education is desirable.

WHY NOT WORK)\
FOR HARLEY?

America's leading producer of guality recreational
vehicles needs FIELD SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES
for its midwestern, and Southern Territories.

These challenging positions involve providing our
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APPAREL

FOR INVENTORS

FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackats, shirts,
pants, boots, belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear,
saddlebags, toals, accessories. World's |lowest prices.
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= State a

""" e e " -'-'-'-'-'-'-

NEW!

750 FOUR BELT BUCKLE

R

PARR
OF ARIZONA
Dept. 40 Box 294
Phoenix, AZ. 85001
(3903 N. 16 §t.)
Marque cast in jewelers metal — high fire
glazed — on heavy chrome steel plate.
Buckle only $5.00 ll Buckle & 134" black leather
belt $10.00 WPlus 75¢ shipping. B Send 50c coins
for COLOR PHOTO CATALOG of Road
Leathers, Studded Belts, W'risfblnds..
BankAmericard phone orders 602-266-4861

sample patch
& brochure

L. A Ca 90066

SUPER SHIRTS,dept C
PO BOX 66147

FLORIDA TOURING

VACATION! SAVE! Enjay yoursell in sunny Florida on s NEW
GENTRY MOTORS HONDA: Check our low prices on HONDA
750's HONDA 450's. .. 360's 350 Four MT250 . ANl
inquiries answered with |atest prices.

GENTRY HONDA MOTORS
2298 So. U.S. No, 1 * Rockisdge, Florida 32955
Phone: 305-836-1888
80 miles south of Daytona Besch on US. Ne. 1, since 1963
Hotrs 3.00—7-00 Tuesday thru Saturday

110

INVENTORS! FREE BROCHURE LISTING 1,000 CORPO-
RATIONS which may be Interasted In your invention. Many
wall-known manufacturers have engaged us to locate new
products. For Free brochure and information regarding the
promotion of your invention, contact: Gilbert Adams
Organization, Dept. 27, 80 Wall Street, New York, New
Yark 10005,

INVENTORS! Don't sell or license your invention until you
receive our offer. Eagle Developmeant Company, Dept. G-8,
82 Wall Street, New York City 10005.

PATENT SEARCHES Including Maximum speed, full
airmail report and closast patent copies. Quality searches
expertly administerad with complete secracy guaranteed.
Free Invention Protection form and “Patent Information."”
Write Dept. 159, Washington Patent Office Search Bureau,
Benjamin Franklin Substation, P.O. Box 7167, Washington,
D.C. 20044,

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS

“U.S. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY.” How,
Where to buy 100,000 items (including Jeeps) . low as 2
cents on dollarl Most complete information
available. . $2.00, SURPLUS DISPOSAL, Box 6586-WW,
Washington, D.C. 20009,

INSTRUCTION

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC. Train at home in spare tima.
Make good money in motorcycle shop or start own busi-
ness. Motorcycle tools, test instruments included. FREE
"Career Kit!", Dept. EAC84, North American School/Motor-
cycle Repair, 4500 Campus Drive, Newport Beach, CA
92663,

MAGAZINES

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS AT LOWEST PRICES
Avellable Anywhere. Mageazine House, Box 390C,
Millwood, N.Y, 10546.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

30% -+ DISCOUNTS. Name Brand Musical Instruments.
Free Catalog. Continental Music, Dept. M, P.O, Box 3001,
Garden City, New York 11530.

RECORDS, HI-FI AND ELECTRONICS

Spectacular sound! Stereo testing!
Background music and sound effects!
Special Interest Records available
exclusively from Ziff-Davis.

Send for your free Record Catalog —
Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., Dept, 23,
One Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016.

FREE!

SPECIAL

INTEREST
RECORD
CATALOG

RESORTS AND TRAVEL

CYCLE TREKS Mexico presents Baja Trails Tours.
Ensenada, San Filipe, etc. Suitable for street bikes. Threa
days $85.00, five days $125.00 includes all gas, lood,
booze, back-up vehicle for supplies, repairs, Experienced
guides. Box 2815, Laguna Hills, Calif. 92653.

TIRES

FANTASTIC SAVINGS. Pirelli Motorcycle Tires & Tubes.
Huge inventory to choose from. Send for FREE brochure.
International Motorcycle Center, 2119 Route 110, Farming-
dale, N.Y. 11735.

MISCELLANEOUS

IDENTIFICATION Cards, send stamped self-addressed
envelope for samples. NIPCOF, 727 North Main, Las
Vegas, Nevada 89101,

SLEEP LEARNING, Hypriotic Method, 92% effective.

Details free. ASR Foundation, Box 7566 EG, Fort Lauder-
dale, Florida 33304.

R90/6% long-haul character. The RY0/6
emits a restrained low-key honk that his
little capacity to instill real alarm. It's
much too polite. The BMW would benefit
by fitting dual horns a la Moto Guzzi,
which deliver a proper Wrath-of-the-Pe-
terbuilt blast.

Anyone considering an R90/6 probably
will look at an R75/6 too, and ponder
the differences. Both the R75/6 and R90/6
run 9.0:1 compression ratios and 32mm
Bing CV carburetors. The stroke is the
same; the 900’s 90mm pistons (vs. the
R75’s 82mm slugs) account for the in-
creased displacement. Clearly, the R90/6
will accelerate harder, pul[ a load more
easily. and perform its passing with greater
authority than the R75/6. On the other
hand. the R75/6 costs $200 less and it's
smoother than a 900cc version.

Many enthusiasts will opt for the R90/6
simply because 898cc is a larger number
than 745cc. Undoubtedly, BMW antici-
pated such a pattern. When the Slash-Five
series was developed several years ago, the
long-range plans included a 900cc version,
which reached maturation with the
Slash-Six models. The present line-up (of
600, 750, 900 versions) was so ratio-
nalized and modularized from the outset
that it's quite meaningless to call the 900
a punched-out 750 in any (raditional
sense. In all events, the one-liter-engine
concept has a lot of momentum today.
The merits of the equipment aside, any
manufacturer wants to move with the tide.

Any smart prospective buyer should try
both the R90/6 and the R75/6 so that he
buys according to his real needs and pref-
erences: bigger is nol necessarily better.
Either way the owner gets a motorcycle
which combines high component quality,
outstanding ride comfort. long-term relia-
bility, and fuss-free shaftdrive. The R90/6
is not so impressive a touring machine as
the R90S is a sports/touring moltoreycle.
The R90S fills a very special niche in
grand turismo motorcycling. The R90/6
isn't really a sports motorcycle. and. it
certainly isn’t alone in the touring feld.
There are all shades of Japanese. ltalian
and British long-distance bikes—all offer-
ing different trade-offs than the R90/6 in
power, handling, comfort and conve-
nience. And were that not enough compe-
tition, there's the R75/6, the same molor-
cycle minus 154ccs. So even the fellow
who wouldn't consider anything but a
BMW has an alternative 1o the R90/6.

Perhaps BMW should consider upgrad-
ing the R90/6 with S-engine components.
That would reposition that R90/6 away
from the smoother running R75/6 and
significantly close the performance gap
between the R90/6 and stronger sports/
touring machines such as the Norton 850
Interstate, There’s no way the S-engine
could harm the R90/6. save making it
maore expenswc.

If you can consider a $3000 R90/6 now,
springing for an S-kitted R90/6 at $3200
would be a lot easier. ®

CYOLE



